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E 1 1
P 2 2
V 3 3
C 4 4
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Item No PAR S L Score S L Revised
Score

Risk
Acceptable

1 E,C 4 5 20 4 1 4 Yes

2 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

3 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

3 E 4 4 16 4 2 8 Yes

4 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

4 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

5 E 3 4 12 3 1 3 Yes

6 E 4 5 20 4 2 8 Yes

7 E,P,V,C 3 4 12 3 2 6 Yes

8 E 3 4 12 3 1 3 Yes

9 E 3 4 12 3 1 3 Yes

10 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

11 E 4 4 16 4 1 3 Yes

12 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

13 E 2 4 8 2 1 2 Yes

14 E 3 3 9 3 1 3 Yes

15 E 4 4 16 4 2 8 Yes

16 E 4 3 12 4 1 4 Yes

17 E 4 4 16 4 1 3 Yes

18 E 3 4 12 3 1 3 Yes

19 E 4 4 16 4 1 3 Yes

20 E 4 4 16 4 1 4 Yes

21 E 3 3 9 3 2 6 Yes
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USSL Risk Assessment

Risk Assessment No Activity Working Within A Gas
Compound/Installation. Locations Site Works

Assessment Undertaken by M. Watson Assessment Date Jun-17 Review Date
Risk Ratings

Persons at risk(PAR) Severity / Harm Rating(S) Likelihood(L)
Employees / Contractors Negligible injury or no injury Extremely unlikely to occur at any time
Members of Public Minor injury requiring First Aid A rare combination of factors would be required for an incident to occur
Visitors Lost time injury Could happen, but considered unlikely under normal circumstances
Clients Single serious injury or single death Not certain, but an additional factor may result in an incident

Multiple deaths and or serious injuries Almost inevitable that an incident will result - Highly likely to occur

Fire /Explosion/Asphyxiation.

Smoking is not allowed while working within the Gas
Instillation.
No Naked lights or any other source of Ignition is
allowed in the vicinity of the gas Instillation.
All lighting, portable lighting, touches or any power tools
need to be Intrinsically safe. (Cameras and
Mobile Phones are not Intrinsically safe)
The atmosphere must be tested for gas leakage prior to
the commencement of any works.
Switch off all engines in or around the work area.
All operatives must wear Probanised/fire retardant
overalls must be worn at all times.
Ensure that the area is well ventilated.
Constantly monitor the atmosphere with a Continuous
Gas Monitor.
Additional precautions for confined spaces will need to
be implemented if the area can not be well ventilated.
Breathing apparatus must be available and ready for
use for all ‘live gas’ operations.
A minimum 2 x 5kg dry foam fire extinguishers must be
available and placed at the immediate work site
location.
All operatives to wear the necessary PPE.

Tolerance rating

15 - 25
DANGER - Task/activity should not proceed.  Further control measures are to be put in place to reduce risk.  When in place the level of risk should be re-assessed for
adequacy before the work recommences.

7 - 14
SIGNIFICANT RISK is attached to this task/activity.  Look critically at ways of reducing the level of risk to a more tolerable level by improving existing control measures or
by introducing new controls.

1 - 6
TOLERABLE RISK - Consider if risk is “as low as reasonably practicable”, If not try to reduce risk further by improving control measures.  Keep under review and
continue with task/activity, but with caution

NB. Full PPE will be utilised as a matter of course during any works undertaken
Initial Assessment No controls Risk Mitigation Measures

Hazard Identification Control Measures

Untrained Person.

At least 2 Operatives must hold the relevant Gas
Qualifications, the team leader must be SHEA Passport
& SCO 1&2 approved, and the assistant a SHEA
Passport holder.
Only competent Operatives must carry out the
atmospheric monitoring.

Confined Space

A Site Spasific Risk assessments need to be carried
out prior to the commencement of any works.
A Permit to work needs to be sought from the network
operator.
Only trained operatives to carry out such work
Works to supervised at all times by a competent
person.
Gas checks carried out before and during all
operations, using continuous gas monitoring equipment
(permit-to-work completed).
Ensured confined space is ventilated prior to entry, if
presence of any gas is established, STOP work and
contact your Supervisor immediately.
Work MUST cease if safe access/egress is not
provided, contact supervisor for advice.
Lone working is not permitted – minimum of two people
are required to execute this operation at all times.
Smoking is not permitted within the confined space.
All matches and lighters must be removed from pockets
prior to entering the confined space.
Intrinsically safe/flameproof lighting only permitted.
Ensure that a tripod, winch & lifeline are available and
operational prior to commencing entry.
When carrying out the Site Specific Risk Assessment
consider whether the person(s) entering the confined
space require permanent attachment to the lifeline.

Excavation

A on site risk assessment must be completed prior to
the commencement of any excavation work.
The work must be supervised at all times.
Operatives to wear high-viz clothing and hard hats
Signing & guarding to comply with Chapter 8
Where an excavation is 2 metres deep or more,
substantial guard rails must be provided to prevent falls
into the excavation, e.g. Heras fencing.
Where there is a risk of children gaining access to a
deep excavation ensure that the excavation is either
backfilled, guarded with herris fencing or securely
covered.
Pump / bale out ground water and maintain dry trench.
If the ground is permanently saturated and will not stay
dry, contact your      supervisor
Ensure that shoring is in place before entry into trench
and that spoil and equipment is stored away from the
edge of the trench.
If there is insufficient material on site to adequately
support the excavation, stop work and advise your
supervisor.  DO NOT work in an unsupported
excavation.

Confined Space
Continued

• The shaft, passage and manhole must  be treated as
three separate chambers in which they are all tested
for gas before entry.
• The second chamber of a two tier manhole must be
treated as a separate chamber & checked for gas
before entering.
• The Site Specific Risk Assessment must detail how
the top man will remain in contact with the operative
within both side entry and two tier manholes.
• Ensure that a tripod, winch and lifeline are available
and operational prior to commencing entry in order to
attach to injured person.
• Personnel entering must have emergency life saving
apparatus (ELSA) with them one per person.
• Mechanical Ventilation may be required during any
confined space working.

Slips, Trips, Falls

Areas to be keeps clear and tidy, material should be
stored in designated area.
Excavations need to be guarded and signed.
Any used or unwanted materials needs to discarded in
the appropriate skips.

Working at Height (Falls of
persons and Material)

If it is not possible to avoid working at height, suitable
alternatives forms of access will be used e.g Hydraulic
platforms.
A suitable on site risk assessment should be carried
out for any working at height activity.
A permit to work must be issued for activities carried
out at height.
Only trained persons are allowed to carry out any
working at height.
The use of ladders will be restricted to short duration
work only.
Work to be supervised at all times.
Tools and material must transported using a tool belt or
by winching equipment to the working area.
Three point of contact must be maintained at all times.
Working at height operations must be avoided during
extreme weather conditions e.g high winds over 30mph
during heavy rainfall electrical storms, during snowfall
or during icy conditions.
If in doubt stop work and contact your supervisor.

Noise
Operatives must wear suitable ear protection.
Noise assessments to be carried out, and records to be
kept.

Buried Services

Pipe Movement.

Electricity

Only company approved and authorised tools, plant
and equipment must be used, ensure all electrical
equipment and plant displays a valid and dated test
certificate.
Visually check all equipment prior to use.
Any faulty equipment must be permanently removed,
and reported.
Work on any electrical system must only be carried out
by a competent person.
No attempt must be made by any UNAUTHORISED
PERSON to interfere with either an electrical supply or
any equipment.
Prior to the commencement of any electrical work the
authorised person must seek a permit to work from the
network provider.
Prior to moving any electrical equipment ensure it is
switched off and all plugs are removed.
Electrical equipment must not be used for any other
purpose other than for which it is designed.
Electrical safety devices must be used were provided.
Care should be taken to keep all liquids away from
electrical equipment.
Before carrying out work, test any exposed metalwork
using a voltstick.
Ensure that at least two persons are present during any
maintenance operation involving working on electrical
equipment.
You must not use metal ladders and ladders with
exposed metal reinforcements where there is a
potential electrical hazard.

Weil’s Disease.

Needle stick Injury

• If you are pricked with a hypodermic needle or other
sharp object which might be contaminated wash the
wound in running water and encourage bleeding.
• DO NOT suck the wound, cover wound with a clean
dressing and seek medical treatment immediately from
your local NHS Accident and Emergenct Department.
• Gloves should be worn at all times.

Lone working

Contaminated Land

Asbestos based materials must not be drilled or cut in
any way.
If the presence of asbestos is suspected, or if asbestos
is identified, stop work immediately and advise your
supervisor.

Operatives must wear gloves to prevent contact with
cold pipe work.
Overalls must also be worn to cover unprotected skin
areas.
COSHH Assessments have been completed and the
details are contained in the gang packs.
Site Supervisors must contact their Line Manager for a
detailed COSHH Assessment if any confined space
entry is to take place.
Only Authorised Person allowed on site.
Ensure all operatives are in a safe area when pipes are
being pressure tested as they are liable to move due to
stresses from the test.
Be aware that severe sudden displacement of the pipe
can occur when being cut due to in-built stresses.
Operatives must ensure any anchorages and supports
detailed in the procedure are properly in place before
commencing pressure tests or cut outs.
PPE Must be worn at all times.

Operatives need to carry out an on site inspection,
taking into account, condition of the area, checking for
any abnormal colouration, Odours, Smells, oily liquids
etc.
If land is suspected of being contaminated then work
should stop, contact supervisor for further advice.
A risk Assessment of the area should be carried out, to
determint the nature of the contamination.
If the area is suspected of being contaminated then NO
Eating, or Drinking should take place.
Hand must be washed and a high level of personal
hygiene must be maintained.
All would must be covered at all time.
Respiratory Protection should be worn, Gloves, eye
Protection, safety shoes, Overall, safety helmets should
also be worn.
If the area is contaminated then all PPE must be
removed prior to leaving the site area.
Welfare arrangement should be provided to maintain
high standards of hygiene.

Excavation
Continued

Ensure that the supports are fixed securely in order to
prevent displacement.
Ensure that all excavated spoil is stored at a safe
distance from excavation, e.g. if the excavation is 1
metre deep, the leading edge of the spoil must be 1
metre away from the top of the excavation, if the
excavation is 2 metres deep, then the leading edge of
the spoil must be 2 metres away from the top of the
excavation etc.
Do not store materials close to the excavation.
Do not park or operate vehicles or plant close to the
sides of the excavation.
Position stop blocks where vehicles or plant must
operate close to the excavation.
Ensure poling boards are protruding over the top of the
excavation in order to prevent objects falling into the
excavation.
Do note site petrol or diesel-engine equipment such as
generators or compressors in, or near the edge of an
excavation unless fumes can be ducted away or the
area can be ventilated.

Asbestos

COSHH

Vibration

Operatives are advised not to grip the handles too
tightly
Operatives must keep their hands and arms warm i.e.
wear gloves and suitable clothing in order to maintain
blood supply to the hands, fingers and arms
Periodically rotate the use of vibration tools with other
Operatives to minimise expose limits.
Select the right equipment for the job.
Always check tools before use, ensure tools are
properly maintained.
Remember to exercise fingers/hand after using
vibration tools.

Exposure to Dust

Wet drilling must be used where possible.
Dust extraction equipment must be used if wet drilling
operations can not be used.
Operatives must wear suitable respirators (Dust Masks
3M 8800 or equivalent).

Always follow good hygiene practices, wear gloves and
always wash hands before eating or drinking.
Cover any cuts or abrasions with a waterproof dressing
and always wear gloves.
Wash any splashes to the eyes or mouth with clean
water.

Cold Burns

Lone working is not permitted on Gas Instillations or
Gas Compounds.

Waste Material

Any discarded materials or rubbish should not be
allowed to accumulate and should be segregated into
waste type and disposed of in the appropriate skips.

Consult area plans to help identify service locations.
Cable locator to be used to identify location of
services.
Services to be marked with waterproof markings.
Carefully excavate trial holes using hand digging
methods only, along the entire length of the
excavation/trench in order to establish the exact
location of any services.
Hand dig only, within 0.5m of all services .
Use location equipment at regular intervals.
DO NOT Attempt to repair any services.
Report damage immediately to your supervisor.

Manual Handling

Avoid hazardous manual handling operations so far as
reasonably practicable.
Carry out suitable and sufficient risk assessment.
All staff to receive manual handling training.
Heavy Equipment to be carried by a minimum of 2
people.


